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A s  a consumer  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p l - o t e c t i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  i n n o v a t i o n ,  a n d  
I e g i t i r n a t e  u s e  of cable TV c o n t e n t ,  I u r g e  you t o  r e f u s e  r e q u e s t s  f o r  
w a i v e r s  of 4 7  CFR 76.1204(a) (1) by NCTA, C h a r t e r ,  V e r i z a n ,  a n d  all 
o t h e r  cable  p r o v i d e r s .  T h e  F C C ' s  i n t e g r a t i o n  b a n ,  which  i n  e f f e c t  
r e q u i r e s  c a b l e  compan ie s  t o  i n t e g r a t e  CableCARDs i n t o  t h e i r  o w n  
s e t - t o p  b o x e s ,  r ema ins  good p o i i c y  t o d a y .  

iZow t e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  T e l t c o r n n u n i c a t i o n s  Act of 1996,  cable  
compan ie s  h a v e  d r a g g e d  t h e i r  f ee t  l o n g  enough on c o m p e t i t i v e  
i l : e r i ~ a t i v e a  t o  p r o p r i e t a r y  s e t - t o p  b o x e s ,  thus hamper ing  i n n o v a t i o n  
a n d  ha rming  c o n s u m e r s .  T h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  ban  w i l l  a l s o  h e l p  m a r k e t  

t o  m a k e  l e g i t i m a t e  iise of r e c o r d e d  c o n t e n t .  

By a d o p t i n g  c o n t e n t  p r o t e c t i o n  l i m i t s  ( e n c o d i n g  r u l e s )  i n  d o c k e t  n o .  
9'1-80, the Cornmission recor3nized  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of a l l o w i n g  consumers 
tfi m a k e  c e r t a i n  u s e s  of TV c o n t e n t ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of a p a r t i c u l a r  cable  
prob, icIex 's  o: c o p y r i g h t  h o l d e r ' s  w i s h e s .  With c c m p e t i t i o n  s p u r r e d  on 
by t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  b a n ,  consumers  would h a v e  t h e  f r e e d o m  t o  c h o o s e  t h e  
?e_ist r e s t r i c t i v e  c a b l e - c o m p a t i b l e  d e v i c e  a v a i l a b l e .  The CableCARD 
zt , inciard a l r e a d y  prescr ibes  r e s t r i c t i o n s  t h a t  harm consumers  by 
l i m i t i n g  n o r i - i n f r i n g i n g  u s e s ,  and  s u c h  r e s t r i c t i o n s  w i l l  g e t  e v e n  
.gorse i f  cab le  p r o v i d e r s '  s e t - t o p  b o x e s  a r e  unchecked  by c o m p e t i t i o n .  

) ' le;,se r e f u s e  r e q u e s t s  f o r  w a i v e r s  of 4 7  CFR 76.1204 ( a )  (1). 

r n p e t i t i o n  p r e v e n t  f u r t h e r  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on  c a b l e  s u b s c r i b e r s '  a b i l i t y  
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